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sovereign among sovereigns, the equal of millions of
rulers of an empire greater than the ezar's. The

birth of an American lxy is of more significance to
the world than the coming of a dozen sons to the
czar. The American boy is in his cradle a potential
defender of the inalienable rights of man. The

ezar's son, clad in purple and given titles with his

nursing bottle, is a potential oppressor of human

beings and a loni defender of the tyranny of the
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the Investments made here to keep thebeing under the necessity of maintaining a large
pecially the people of the nations who are free, have

enverument going.standing army and navy of her own.
Much the same is true of Australia, New Zealand.

received a fine object lesson in the difference between

autocracy and freedom. Especially in this country
and in England the people have been long accus Cape Colony ami other British dependencies. There connis no demand in these countries for national inde
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tomed to enjoyment of the rights of man, entrenched

in the law of the land and beyond the meddling reach

of any ruler.
This came about by recognition of the existence

of certain inalienable rights in man, natural rights,
which neither those who enjoy them nor those who

would take them away can alienate, limit, or destroy.
The history of civilization is the history of this de-

velopment of the law as a system to protect natural

rights and leave man secure in their employment.

no longer demanding absolute independence. B. r. t'lilj.r, Ku.uoka, Hi
John Redmond, who has just arrived in the United
States for the purpose of promoting the Irish cause,
declares that the aim of Ireland now is simply

such as is enjoyed by the different
states of the American union. How could Ireland
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It is a system that grew from the people outwardly
and upwardly and did not descend upon them as the protect herself against foreign attack as an inde-

pendent nation?
Why may it not be that the Filipinos, after due
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have had none of the rights of humanity, except as

a gift from the czar. Their homes are not inviolable,
of mind similar to that of the people of the British

their property is not their own, their personal right
Office Constructing Qunrtermnflterare limited, and they have lived from age to. age

Astoria, Ore., August 23, 1904. Sealed

proposals, in triplicate, will be received

at this office until 10 o'clock a. m.,

dependencies in question? Why may it not be that,
given an adequate measure of self-rul- e in loco I af-

fairs, they would stoutly protest against any at-

tempt to sever completely the ties that now bind
their archipelago to this republic? AVhy might they
not insist on continued annexation to the United
States, just as Hawaii sought the protecting folds

September 24, 1904, and then opened,
for the construction of a frame pump

of the stars and stripes'?
house, removing and resetting old

boiler, smokestack and machinery, fur-

nishing and setting two new boilersPromise of ultimate national independence, for
and smokestack and make connections

with wells; also change In distributing
the Filipinos, such as Judge Parker proposes, may
be well enough as a proof of our friendly disposition

subordinated, dependent and oppressed, sometimes

receiving from one czar privileges which another
czar has taken away.

The czar considers himself bound by solemn

treaties entered into by his predecessors to secure

the allegiance of peoples brought under the rule of
the empire. In the grand duchy of Finland the
Finns were the beneficiaries of a treaty that left

them in possession of their ancient rights and that
secured the franchise of humanity. They had their
schools and universities, their free press and secur-

ity of person and property. They had a judicial
system and the courts protected them in the rights
of man. But the czar, who has handed out a lean and

meager dish of mercy to his subjects revoked and
violated that treaty, destroyed the last vestige of

Finnish freedom and put the grand duchy under the

and disinterested intentions toward them, but the
hances are that, as they grow in political intelli

gence and we continue to give them proper govern-- 1

merit, they will be as loath to part company with us

of water system and the setting and
connecting of four generating sets for
electric light at Fort Stevens, Ore.
United States reserves the right to re-

ject any or all proposals. Plans can

be seen and specifications obtained at
this office. Envelopes should be marked

"Proposals for construction" and ad-

dressed Captain Ooodale, Quartermas-
ter, Astoria, Oregon.
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hard heel f the Cossack. If he had desired to do

things merciful he should have begun by dispensing
justice and restoring the ancient rights of Finland

guaranteed by his ancestors.

But meager as the gift of the czar is, it is not based

upon any merit or right of his people. If the few

things given them were theirs of right they should

have had them long ago. If they have the right not

to be Hogged with the pnout for trivial offenses,
that degradation should never have Ikvu put upon
them. If all the restrictions removed were wrong

they were always wrong and never should have been

imposed.

They are removed now because a son has been born
to the czar! lie had already three daughters, and at
their birth and baptism had remained callous to the
sufferings and obdurate to the needs of the Russian

people.
Now the physiological accident of sex in a child

has moved him to dole out these slender and insuffi-

cient mercies. An event in his family that is of
constant occurrence in the families of his empire is
made the occasion of doing that which should not
have been necessary or possible if his people were

regarded as anything but his personal chattels and
the footstool of his power. If the child had been
a girl the world would not have been notified of his

exceeding grace made affluent by a purely domestic
event in his household. The knout would still have
been cutting the soft flesh and drawing the blood
of his subjects, and whole provinces would be given
over to the Cossack whips in punishment for indi-

vidual evasions of military duty.
To an American the whole suggestion is revolting.

Here the people have rights that individual rulers
did not give, cannot enlarge and are powerless to
take away. We are not looking beyond ourselves;
for acts of grace and mercy. The birth of a son in

one to establish. If the law is violated at one time
without any effort to punish the violators, it may
again be violated with the same security. The law
should have been enforced not because its. term's
should naturally have been applied this year, but
merely because it was the law. The salmon should
have been caught and fishing operations should have
continued quite as long as they were continued. The
law should have provided for such contingency. It
made no such provision, however, and therefore the
season should have ended August 15. The situation
was a most deplorable one and The Astorian, very
much regrets that it ever arose.
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The postmaster of a western city of considerable

importance asks the consent of the postoffice depart-
ment at Washington to employ women as mail car-

riers, declaring that the members of the weaker sex
would be more trustworthy, prompt and faithful to
duty than the men who are now under his orders;
bnt in the worst stress of winter storms the gentler
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